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PREVIOUSLY IN SPAWN 


Still unable to control his costume, Spawn has to rely on his military training to stay alive. 
He also knows that he can’t fight evil alone and tries to recruit people he can trust. But 
what Spawn doesn’t know, there are already people willing to fight by his side. On the 
other side of the city, Ant, another hero in town, is battling a villain who is threatening 
the entire water system. But she is unable to take down the creature without some help 
from Spawn. Once they team up and defeat the creature, Ant tells Spawn there are more 
allies in New Mexico and together, they plan to bring back an army to fight the new war 








on Earth. 
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MIDNIGHT. 
AND SHE 
iio as 
SHOW. 





BUT IT WAS FINE. 
I HAD OTHER THINGS 
TO TAKE CARE OF. 


I’M GETTING SO FED 
UP WITH PEOPLE 
DISAPPEARING IN MY 
LIFE... AND T’LL BE 
DAMNED IF I’M GOING 
TO LET OTHERS HAVE 
THOSE SAME FEELINGS. 


NOT NOW. NOT EVER/ 
ESPECIALLY NOT 
TH 
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YOU BRING © 
HER HERE? 
IT'S NOT 


DIDN'T WANT 
TO TAKE HER 
TO THE POLICE 
STATION. WHO 
KNOWS WHERE 
THAT WOULD 
HAVE LED. 


WANT HER GETTING 
LOCKED UP OR HAVING 
HER SECRET IDENTITY 


GIVE ME THAT “BUT 
YOU'RE A COP” | 


I JUST DON’T 
WANT YOU GETTING 
INTO TROUBLE. YOU 
NEED THIS JOB, MALCOLM. 
AND YOU NEED TO 
THINK ABOUT THIS 
FAMILY. 


INSTEAD OF 
YOUR ADDICTION 
TO VIDEO GAMES, 

COMICS AND 
PORNOGRAPHY. 


I CAN'T 
LET HER FALL 
INTO THE 
WRONG HANDS! 
THERE’S A REALLY HAVE 

SUPER-HERO ANYPLACE 
CODE. ELSE TO TAKE 
HER. 


SHE’S NOT 
GOING TO HURT 
THE KIDS OR 
ANYTHING! 





BESIDES, 
ANT SAID THE 
VERY PLANET 

WAS AT 
STAKE! 


OH FOR 
GOD’S SAKE! 
THE PLANET |S 

ALWAYS AT 
STAKE. DON’T 
TELL ME YOU 
FELL FOR THAT 
OLD LINE? 


AND THAT 
ALL KINDS OF 
LOWLIFES ARE 
SEEKING HIM OUT. 
THAT COULD EXPLAIN 
WHY SO MANY 
SUPER- POWERED 
SCUMBAGS 
ARE HERE IN 


SHE SAID 
SOME GUY NAMED. 
ALZAVAH STONE 
HAS THE ABILITY TO 

GIVE PEOPLE 
SUPERPOWERS. 


I BROUGHT 
YOU TO MY 
APARTMENT. 


IF I’M 
GOING TO 
HELP YOU 
ROUND UP 
THAT ‘STONE’ 
CHARACTER I 
COULDN'T HAVE 
YOU ROTTING 
IN POLICE N 
CUSTODY. 


FETISH DOLL 
IS WAKING 
UP. 





UP! I KNOW 
YOU'RE IN 
THERE! 


ON, I’M 
COMING. 


WHERE'S 
MY LENNY? 
HE’S MISSING. 
HAVE YOU 
SEEN HIM?! 


HE WAS NO SAINT, 
MY LENNY-- BUT HE 
WAS GOOD TO BILLY AND 


HE HELPED SPLIT THE RENT 
1 WITH ME. WHAT AM I GOING 
1\ TODO NOW? RENT’S DUE! 
We HE PROMISED HE'D 

GET THE MONEY. 


I’M SURE 
HE’LL TURN UP. 
HAVE YOU ASKED 
THE OTHER 
NEIGHBORS? 


ALL OF THEM! 
THEY DON’T 
KNOW NOTHING! 
BUT HE TALKED 
ABOUT YOU 

SOME. 


LIKE I SAID, 
I HAVEN'T SEEN 
HIM. NOW IF 
YOU'LL EXCUSE 
ME. 


SHE’S BETTER OFF 
WITHOUT HIM. IT’S 
JUST GOING TO 
TAKE HER A LITTLE 
TIME. BECAUSE 
EVEN ASSHOLES 
CAN CHARM THEIR 
WAY INTO PEOPLE'S 
HEARTS. 





"VE 
BEEN THERE 
PLENTY OF 
TIMES. 


EVEN 
WHEN OSAMA 
BIN LADEN CAME 
BACK AS A GIANT 
RADIATION 
MONSTER. 


I GET YOU 
ANYTHING ? | 


THIS 
YOUR FIRST PROBABLY 


a TRIP TO THE NOT, RIGHT? 


BIG CITY? I’M SURE YOU 
GO THERE ALL 
q 


‘cause THE TIME. 


THaT's VJ 
WHERE ALL 
THE ACTION 
\S. NEW WHAT/RE SN 
YORK CITY! © YOU GOING TO \ 
THE BIG DO THERE? SAVE 
APPLE! 4 THE WORLD AND ALL 
US ‘LITTLE’ PEOPLE. 
THAT SORT OF 
THING? 


SEE... 
TOLD YOU! 


GOOD? 
C'MON, YOU'RE NOT LIKE 
GREAT/ YOU'RE A YOUR FATHER 


GREAT MAN! THOUGH. NO NO 
——~ \ GOOD BUMI_, DISRESPECT. 








HEY... 
MALCOLM ©“ YOU NEED 
DRAGON! 


DON'T 
KNOW. I WAS 
SUPPOSED TO 
MEET SOME- 
ONE BUT SHE 


I'M NOT 
LETTING YOU 
OUT OF MY 

SIGHT. 


WHATEVER. \_ 
LET'S GET THIS 
OVER WITH. 


PERFECT. 
FREDDY, YOU 
KNOW THE SPOT 
WE'RE GOING 
TO? 





WHAT THE NEWS WILL MENTION 

IS THE SIGHT OF A MAN NOT RUNNING 
AWAY FROM THE CARNAGE... 

BUT INSTEAD, HE RAN TOWARDS 
THE DESTRUCTION. 


WITHOUT WARNING, A 
NINE-STORY OFFICE 
BUILDING COLLAPSES TO 
THE GROUND. IT WILL BE A 
FEW DAYS BEFORE A FINAL 
BODY COUNT IS GIVEN. 





W) NO ONE SAW THAT BRAVE MAN ®& 
| BEGIN TO MELD AND CHANGE. | 


hey BRS 


BLACK ‘BEING’ WHOSE 
EXTERIOR APPEARANCE hf 
LOOKED FAR MORE 
POWERFUL AND 
SINISTER THAN WAS 
ACTUALLY THE TRUTH. 


ro 


\\ 
na 25 1 
BECAUSE, THOUGH IT 
LOOKED LIKE IT WAS 
FULLY FORMED AGAIN, 


THE SPAWN COSTUME 


we ...BUT IT HAD NO MORE EFFECT THAN A 
Z| WAS MERELY SIMULATING |S , NN 
AN OUTER SHELL... i= WN PERSON WEARING A SWEATER AND JEANS. 


= ANP THE MAN INSIDE THAT SHELL KNEW 
THAT HIS FACADE WAS ALL JUST A BLUFF. 





THAT'S 
CRAZY TALK. 
DOESN'T MAKE 
SENSE. 


GOING ON OUT 
THERE? WHY 
AREN'T WE 4] 
MOVING? 








THE TWO HEROES LOOK AT 
EACH OTHER WITH A KNOWING 
GLANCE. THEY UNDERSTAND. 
THIS IS NO COINCIDENCE, SO 
THEY DO WHAT THEY’VE DONE A 
HUNDRED TIMES BEFORE -- 
WHAT COMES SO NATURAL 
TO A TRUE HERO... 







.-- THEY, LIKE AL SIMMONS, 
HEAD TOWARDS 
DANGER! 







IT DOESN'T 
HAVE TO MAKE 
SENSE, BUT IT’S 
TRUE. ALL OF IT. 


\ THEY JUST WANT 


THE WORLD 


NOT IF 
YOU BELIEVE 
IN THE BIBLICAL 
RAPTURE. 


THEY THINK 
GOD WILL SAVE 
THEM--THAT THEY’RE 
THE RIGHTEOUS AND 
THEY’LL BE SAVED, 
FOR ALL ETERNITY. 
THAT'S WHAT WE'RE 
UP AGAINST. 


NO ONE’S : 
MOVING. TRAFFIC’S 
BEEN STOPPED. 
JUST GOT A TEXT 
ABOUT A BUILDING 
EXPLODING OR 
SOMETHING. 





— 


THEY ALSO SEE THE CLOAKED 
STREET. AND WHEN HE NOTICES 
THEM, THEY COLLECTIVELY 

. =| KNOW THEY CAN USE AS 


HERO SPAWN ACROSS THE 
MUCH HELP AS POSSIBLE. 


MONSTREGS 


ARMY. THEN 
BRING THEM 


WHEN THEY ARRIVE, IT’S FAR 
WORSE THAN EITHER COULD 
IMAGINE. THE CATASTROPHIC 
DAMAGE FROM THE FALLEN 
STRUCTURE. THE SCENE OF 
CARNAGE OF MUTILATED 

BODIES OF SO MANY 
INNOCENTS, AND DOZENS 
OF ANIMAL-LIKE CREATURES 
POURING OUT OF THE 
EPICENTER’S CREVICE. 





ANT HAD MENTIONED THE MAGNITUDE OF WHAT 

SHE HAS BEEN FIGHTING AGAINST, BUT WHEN SHE 

DIDN'T SHOW FOR HER MEETING WITH SPAWN, HE \ 

THOUGHT HE HAD BEEN CONNED. BUT NOW HE THEN SPAWN 

SEES IT’S WORSE THAN SHE DESCRIBED. RECALLS; THIS IS 
THE MAN THEY 
CALL ‘DRAGON.’ 
AL MET HIS DAD 
YEARS AGO 
IN A BIZARRE 
CONFRONTATION 
IN HELL. * 


Ais\3\ 
qd SHE HAD MENTIONED 
| THE “OTHERS.” 
THIS LOOKS TO BE 
> 


ONE OF THEM. 
— 1 +\| 


HOW HE HOOKED UP WITH ANT, HE’LL P Z v or \\ ) 
ASK LATER, BECAUSE THOUGH SHE y POWERFUL-- 

FAILED TO SHOW FOR THEIR MIDNIGHT 

MEETING, THIS IS THE SECOND TIME 


SHE HAS COME TO HIS AID. 


1S 





i FOR A MOMENT, AL \@§ 
RsaiZuseiiedem & 
OF FEAR BUT 
BECAUSE HE KNOWS 
HIS POWERS ARE 
JUST A SMALL 
FRACTION THEY'VE 
ALWAYS BEEN. AND | 
LINCO LG 
=) SURE HE TAKES THAT 
INTO ACCOUNT. 


a ra 


__ =x 


HE WAS TRAINED IN THE MILITARY 

BUT THOSE SKILLS WILL ONLY HELP Se? 
HIM SO MUCH IN THIS BATTLE. HE’LL 
ALSO NEED TO USE HIS INTELLIGENCE | 
TO MANEUVER THIS DEATHTRAP. 


HE ALSO DOESN’T WANT 
TO GIVE ANY SIGNS OF 
WEAKNESS THAT COULD 
THROW ANT OR DRAGON 
FROM THEIR FOCUSED # 
EFFORTS. 





A MUTATION 
TO THE 
DRAGON THAT 
DRIVES HIM |) 


THE OTHERS! 
YOUR QUEEN 


i COMMANDS 
oe SS \\ipe : “F 


SPAWN! 
WE CAN'T 
DO THIS! NOT 
WITHOUT 
DRAGON. 


LI DON’T 
NEEO THAT KIND 
OF TALK! WE'RE 
HERE! ANDIM 

NOT TURNING 
BACK! 
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CUAINS 
WON'T HOLD 
HIM FO 





SHE DOES--WITH 
A SINGLE, SAVAGE 
BLOW WHOSE IMPACT 
IS LIKE COLLIDING 
WITH A TRAIN. 


iN 





: =o 
) SEES EPS. 
ei S WITH THEIR QUEEN 
h H UNCONSCIOUS THE | 


‘CURSE’ IS LIFTED AS 
el] EACH MONSTER TURNS 
BACK INTO A MAN. \ | 


Se | 
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MALCOLM 
DRAGON. I 
BELIEVE YOU 

KNOW MY 

FATHER? 


DON'T MEAN 
TO BREAK THINGS UP \ 
BOYS, BUT THERE'S STILL 
A LOT OF WORK TO Do-- 
AND I COULD USE BOTH 
OF YOU. THIS MADNESS 4 
P HAS TO STOP! 





I'M OFFICER 
DRAGON. CHICAGO 
POLICE. I’D LIKE TO 
HELP IN WHATEVER 

WAY I CAN. 


EXACTLY! 
SO... 


LET ME TALK 
TO THE POLICE HERE. 
YOU TWO SEE IF THERE’S 
ANYONE TRAPPED IN THE 


WE'LL 
HOOK UP 
LATER. 
a 


RUBBLE IN AREAS 
CARS CAN'T REACH. 4 


WE'LL TAKE 
ALL WE CAN GET. \ 


WHAT 
Do YOu 
THINK? IT'S 
SUITTY. 


THEN LET'S 90 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
IT! YOU KEEP SAYING 

YOU KNOW WHO'S 
BEHIND THIS? THEN LET'S 
FIND THEM AND TAKE 
THEM Out! 





alerts 
4 DRAGON AND TAKE 


THIS WAR TO THEM!” 


AND BRING THE 
FIGUT TO THEM. 
TIME TO MESS 
WITH THEIR 
HOUSE! 













I’M TRYING TO FINALIZE 7 L_| 


THINGS SINCE WE CAN’T--AS S : a J 
I’M SURE YOU APPRECIATE-- NG -% 
FLY COMMERCIAL LIKE 
NORMAL FOLKS. 
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WHAT'S 
THAT MEAN, 


“FINALIZE 
THINGS”? 


TO BE CONTINUED IN THE PAGES OF 
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Hello All, 


I'm so excited for this issue. As a comic book fan, it's been surreal 
to be able to work with Todd and Erik on a crossover Spawn/Savage 
Dragon issue! 


For those of you who are new to Spawn or don't know the story of Erik 
and Todd, I'll give you a quick history lesson. Back in late 1991, seven 
of the top artists in the industry: Todd McFarlane, Erik Larsen, Jim 
Lee, Jim Valentino, Whilce Portacio, Rob Liefeld and Marc Silvestri 
banded together and went into both Marvel and DC Comics one day 
and quit. 


They started their own comic book company called Image Comics, 
which gave the creators full rights to their work. 


Image Comics is built on the foundation that the creator owns their 
own work, which was and still is a huge deal for artists and writers. 
And after almost 25 years, Image Comics has become the THIRD 
largest comic book company behind Marvel and DC Comics. 


For this month's Spawning Ground, we wanted to highlight a small 
sampling of comic covers that feature Todd and Erik and their 
individual creations together. 


Enjoy. 


Shannon Bailey 
Publishing Coordinator 




















Spawn/Savage Dragon crossover! 


* 


“Almost effortlessly, Andrew Maclean is able to combine craft and 
style in a way that even the very best in our business struggle to. 
If you’re looking for one of the best comics on the stands, look no 
further than HEAD LOPPER!” 


-Jonathan Hickman 
(East of West, The Manhattan Projects) 





* 


& THE ISLAND or A PLAGUE OF BEASTS 
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THE COMPLETE COLLECTION 


VN: COMPLETE COLLECTION 
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